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Abraham  Lincoln 


To  every  loyal  Ame- 
rican  in  whose  heart 
is  the  love  of  country, 
an  ideal  of  good  citi- 
zenship, and  a  reve- 
rence for  the  memory  of 
ABRAHAM   LINCOLN 


In  August,  1905,  the  Birthplace  Farm  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
consisting  of  110  acres  located  about  50  miles  from  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  was  put  up  at  public  Auction  to  be  sold  for  unpaid 
taxes.  It  is  a  fact  that  all  but  one  of  the  bidders  who  appeared 
represented  some  business  concern  or  speculator,  endeavoring  to 
get  possession  of  the  historic  place  to  exploit  it  for  private  gain. 
Their  shameful  purpose  was  defeated  by  one  bidder  who  repre- 
sented a  private  citizen  acting  through  motives  of  simple  patrio- 
tism. He  conceived  the  idea  of  developing  the  farm  into  a  Lincoln 
National  Park  which  should  stand  forever  as  a  fitting  memorial 
to  Lincoln's  high  service — a  memorial  worthy  of  the  man  and 
worthy  of  the  American  people. 

The  views  of  the  President,  members  of  the  Cabinet,  Cong- 
ressmen, Governors  of  States,  and  men  prominent  in  every  walk 
of  life,  were  secured,  and  acting  on  the  general  suggestion  an 
Association  was  quickly  formed  and  in  June,  1906,  incorporated 
as  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association,  the  purpose  of  which  should  be 
to  secure  the  necessary  funds  to  develop  the  Park,  erect  a  Histo- 
rical Museum,  a  noble  Monument,  and  other  buildings,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  their  future  care  as  a  priceless  heritage  of  the  American 
people.  To  this  Association  the  citizen  in  question  presented  the 
farm  and,  later,  the  old  cabin,  which  he  also  rescued  from  a  specu- 
lator who  had  the  logs  stored  in  a  cellar  holding  them  for  ransom. 


It  was  determined  that,  as  Lincoln  was  raised  up  from  the 
people  to  perform  his  mighty  work,  it  should  be  the  privilege 
of  the  whole  people  to  raise  up  this  enduring  memorial  to  him. 
Membership  in  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association  should  be  open  to 
every  man,  woman  and  child  who  wished  to  contribute  to  the 
fund.  And  the  contribution  should  be  any  amount  from  25  cents 
to  $25.00,  without  further  dues  or  assessments  of  any  sort.  To 
every  contributor  should  be  issued  a  handsomely  engraved  Certifi- 
cate of  Membership,  and  the  name  and  address  should  be  entered 
on  a  special  card  in  the  Permanent  Record  to  be  kept  forever 
in  a  place  of  honor  at  the  Park. 

In  this  spirit  of  true  democracy,  in  harmony  with  every 
Lincolnian  tradition  and  ideal,  not  subsidized  by  great  fortunes, 
but  the  free-will  offering  of  the  whole  people,  the  work  was 
begun.  Just  about  a  year  ago,  through  the  medium  of  various 
weekly  and  monthly  periodicals  and  daily  papers,  the  movement 
was  put  before  the  public  on  the  basis  outlined  above.  The 
response  was  immediate,  and  from  that  time  the  Association  has 
steadily   grown   until   it   has   to-day   more  than   35,000  members. 

The  contributions  of  course  have  varied  from  the  minimum 
amount  to  the  maximum,  each  giving  according  to  his  or  her  means 
or  inclination,  making  the  average  about  one  dollar.  Fraternal 
orders,  women's  clubs,  and  patriotic  organizations  of  all  sorts  are 
taking  up  the  movement,  and  more  than  one  thousand  daily  news- 
papers have  been  pledged  to  take  an  active  part.  The  committee 
on  Grounds,  Architecture  and  Construction,  has  been  appointed 
and  in  a  very  few  weeks  ground  will  be  broken  in  the  actual 
development  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  National  Park.  In  no  other 
country  but  America  could  such  a  patriotic  movement,  based  on 
a  simple  appeal  to  the  hearts  of  the  people,  have  met  with  this 
success.  It  is  a  striking  answer  to  foreign  writers  who  sneer  at 
American  "materialism"  and  "lack  of  patriotic  sentiment." 

But  the  work  is  not  yet  finished.  Many  thousands  of  dollars 
will  be  needed  to  erect  the  classic  buildings  and  provide  for  their 
care.  Will  you  not  take  your  part  in  the  work?  Shall  not  your 
name  be  recorded  as  one  of  the  founders  and  creators  of  the 
historic  memorial,  to  be  enrolled  on  the  Permament  Record  which 
will  be  kept  forever  in  a  place  of  honor  at  the  Park? 

Richard  Lloyd  Jones,  Secretary 
The  Lincoln  Farm  Association. 


Lincoln's  memory,  like  Washington's,  is  one  of  the  hallowed  and  priceless 
heritages  of  all  our  people.  I  am  glad  that  the  scheme  of  preservation  contem- 
plates an  appeal  to  individual  Americans. 

Theodore  Roosevelt, 

I  am  strongly  in  favor  of  the  movement  to  make  the  birthplace  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  a  memorial  which  shall  arouse  and  stimulate  reverent  and  patriotic 
sentiments  in  the  minds  of  the  American  people.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  should 
be  done  directly  by  the  individual  eflFort  of  our  people,  and  that  the  memorial 
for  all  time  to  come  should  be  in  their  especial  keeping. 

Grover  Cleveland. 

The  work  of  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association  is  further  endorsed 
by  more  than  two  hundred  Governors  of  states,  Members  of 
Congress,  Religious  leaders,  educators,  and  men  and  women  of 
national  prominence  in  every  line  of  civic,  commercial  and  social 
activity.  In  sending  in  your  membership,  please  use  this  blank, 
and  address  it  to  the  Treasurer.  Checks  should  be  made  payable 
to  the  Association.  As  soon  as  the  blank  is  received  proper  ac- 
knowledgement will  be  made,  your  Certificate  will  be  engrossed 
and  forwarded,  and  your  name  and  address  will  be  entered  on  a 
separate  card  in  the  Permament  Record. 

Clarence  H.  Mackay,  Treasurer, 

74  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

(OVER)  The   Lincoln   Farm   Association. 


Clarence  H.  Mackay,   Treasurer 

Lincoln  Farm  Association 

74  Broadway,  New  York  City 

Enclosed  you  will  find  $ ,  which  is  my 

contribution  to  the  work  of  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association. 
Please  send  Certificate  of  Honorary  Membership  to 

Name 

Address 


Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association 


Joseph  W.  Folk,  President 
Governor  of  Missouri 

Joseph  H.  Choate 

Ex-Embassador  to  England 

Henry  Watterson 

Editor  of  Louisville  "Courier- Journal'* 

Cardinal  Gibbons 

Archbishop  of  Baltimore 

Edward  M.  Shepard 

Lawyer  and  Author 

August  Belmont 

Director  of  Louisville  and  Nashville  R.  R. 

Horace  Porter 

Ex- Ambassador  to  France 

William  Travers  Jerome 

District  Attorney  of  New  York  County 

Jenkin  Lloyd  Jones 

Director  Lincoln  Centre,  Chicago 

Charles  A.  Towne 

Congressman  from  New  York 

William  H.  Taft, 

Secretary  of  War 

Richard  Lloyd 


Lyman  J.  Gage 

Ex-Secretary  of  Treasury 

Norman  Hapgood 

Of  "Collier's" 

Ida  M.  Tarbell 

Biographer  of  Lincoln 

Samuel  L.  Clemens 
"Mark  Twain" 

Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 
Sculptor 

Albert  Shaw 

Editor  of  "Review  of  Reviews" 

Thomas  Hastings 
A rchitect 

Oscar  S.  Straus 

U.  S.  Cabinet  Officer 

Samuel  Gompers 

President,  American  Federation  of  Labor 

Robert  J.  Collier 

Of  "Collier's" 

Clarence  H.  Mackay,  Treasurer 

President,  Postal  Telegraph  and  Cable  Co. 

Jones,  Secretary. 
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